Population	57
relative deficiency of children clearly has an important bearing on
the possible needs for school services during the next ten years. It
is, however, worth noticing that the deficiency was greater in chil-
dren aged lo-i 5 than in children under 5, and that the annual number
of births has increased very substantially since 1931, so that the
absolute numbers of school-children are likely to be greater ten years
hence than would appear at first sight.
The great excess of young adults, which reached the enormous
figure of 47 per 1,000 above the national standard in the age-group
20-4, must be largely accounted for by the university, but it is also
due in part to the less permanent and more novel feature of heavy
industrial immigration. Oxford must always have been a city of
young men and women, but it is more decisively so now than at any
earlier period in its history—or than it is likely to be in the future.
It must not be forgotten, however, that the population of the Area
is at present in a very unstable condition, and its present age-com-
position is a very transient thing. The sequel to the great influx of
industrial and other immigrants, who are mostly unmarried when
they arrive, is likely to be a rise in the marriage rates and an increase
in the numbers of young children, which may well be more than
sufficient to make good the deficiency shown by the 1931 census.
There is abundant evidence that this has been happening on a con-
siderable scale since 1931, particularly in the satellite villages and
new housing estates beyond the city boundary. On the other hand,
it is inevitable that the age-composition of the country as a whole
should show a steady shift towards the older age-groups during the
next twenty years or so, and unless the Oxford district continues to
receive young adult immigrants on the same scale as during the last
ten years its population also must eventually show a steady rise in
its proportion of elderly people.
Size of families.
In 1931 about 86 per cent, of the population of Oxford City lived
in private families, and about 14 per cent, in various types of institu-
tions—colleges, schools, hotels and boarding-houses, workhouses,
and so on. This compared with a percentage of 90 in 1921, when,
however, many undergraduates were not in residence. In Wood-
stock and Abingdon boroughs the proportion was 94 per cent., and
in the cruraT districts slightly larger.
A 'private family', as defined by the census, is a somewhat artificial
unit; it comprises persons or groups of persons who are in separate
occupation of any premises, lodgers being included where they

